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The Unsinkable Quality of English Inequality: An Inspector Calls
Using Social, Historical and Political Contexts to help interpretation

On its maiden voyage in 1912, the
RMS Titanic was hailed as the largest
ship on the seas. In a time of growing
technology and celebration of British
scientific, military, cultural and literary
achievement, it became a symbol of
hope for the future. The immense
power and wealth of the United
Kingdom in the symbol of a luxury
ship. Tragically, the boat hit an
iceberg and sunk.
Some of the statistical details
demonstrate how powerful a symbol
the Titanic is for the class system and
inequality in England:
•
•
•

•

•

Of the 2,224 passengers, 1500 died—40%
of people were saved
Given the number of lifeboats, 53% should
have survived
The percentage of First Class passengers
who survived: 61%
o in first class over a third of the
men, almost all of the women and
all the children survived
The percentage of Standard Class
passengers who survived: 42%
o 10 per cent of the men, 84 per
cent of the women and all the
children.
The percentage of Third Class passengers
who survived: 24%
o But in steerage 12 per cent of the
men, 55 per cent of the women
and less than one in three of the
children survived.

Priestley has Mr. Arthur Birling discuss
the Titanic as ‘unsinkable, absolutely
unsinkable’ to emphasise his
arrogance and pride. The Titanic
becomes a symbol, not of Victorian
engineering, but instead Edwardian
arrogance. England, as represented
by the Birlings, are sure of themselves,
think they will always be powerful, and
think the way class works is the way it
should work. Priestley uses dramatic
irony in poking fun at Birling with this

belief in the unsinkability of the Titanic
but also his rejection of a war with
Germany, tensions in the Balkans and
political discontent, particularly
amongst workers.
… you’ll hear some people say that war’s
inevitable. And to that I say – fiddlesticks! The
Germans don’t want war. Nobody wants war,
except some half-civilised folks in the Balkans.
And why? There’s too much at stake these
days. Everything to lose and nothing to gain by
war.

Set before two world wars, Priestley
highlights how wrong Birling is in his
predictions. Inspector Calls debuted in
the Soviet Union and not in London.
Russia had a Communist Revolution in
1917. The Inspector’s line to Birling
about it being ‘better to ask for the
earth than to take it’ would have
resonated with the elite revolutionary
audiences in Moscow. Priestley sets
his play in 1912 and uses the Titanic
and the World War as indications of
Birling having no comprehension over
how his privilege led to the exploitation
of one woman, Eva Smith, but also an
entire world view. Birling doesn’t even
imagine that he will not always be
powerful. He is history’s fool, for
Priestley. Priestley wanted to criticise
and expose the hypocrisy of English
class and wealth.
Inspector Calls is a morality play
that denounces the hypocrisy and
callousness of capitalism and
argues that a just society can only
be achieved if all individuals feel a
sense of social responsibility.
How does the story of the Titanic act
as central contextual metaphor for the
play An Inspector Calls?

The philosophy that animates the
traditional upper classes were not only
built on privilege, but also demanded
responsibility as well. That meant
responsibility for the poor or, again, in
traditional conservatism, responsibility
for the people who worked your land.
This is the vague responsibility that
might animate Cybil Birling to work for
a charity. However, Priestley exposes
the power relations and control rather
than the sympathy and care that one
might expect. Mr. Birling rejects
responsibility outright:
Still, I can’t accept any responsibility. If we
were all responsible for everything that
happened to everybody we’d had anything to
do with, it would be very awkward, wouldn’t it?

Following the utter devastation of the
Second World War(1945), England did
eventually establish a National Welfare
System. Education, housing and
health care were to be universally
available. This didn’t come from
charity, but from a system of taxation.
If the government could use workers
and mobilise them in total war, they
could also mobilise the state finances
to ensure that our most vulnerable
were taken care of.
Why did Priestley set his play in 1912?
He wanted to portray the mentality of
the English ruling class. A mentality,
he seems to imply, that led to a selfish
and ignorant mentality what would lead
to the devastation of not just one world
war, but two.
We can understand Priestley’s goal
through some of his own political
writing:
We are floundering between two stools. One
of them is our old acquaintance labelled ‘Every
man for himself, and the devil take the
hindmost’, which can’t really represent us, or
why should young men, for whom you and I
have done little or nothing, tear up and down
the sky in their Spitfires to protect us, or why

should our whole community pledge itself to
fight until Europe is freed? The other stool …
has some lettering round it that hints that free
men could combine, without losing what’s
essential to their free development, to see that
each gives according to his ability, and
receives according to his need.

These ‘two stools’ vacillate between
greed and all for ourselves on one side
and the idea that society helps those in
need on the other. The play’s victim is
never seen; she has multiple names
and her gruesome suicide is starkly
drawn by the Inspector: she drinks
bleach and burns her insides out. This
is even more brutal when we reflect
that she was pregnant. Priestley, and
by extension the Inspector, speak for
this absent girl and outline how
vulnerable she was to the wealth and
power of the Birlings, the Crofts and an
unjust economic system that punished
and marginalised her.
The play begins with the characters’
corrupt, unpleasant natures safely
hidden away (a respectable group in a
respectable home, enjoying that most
respectable event, an engagement
party); it ends with naked displays of
hypocrisy. When it is confirmed that
Goole is not really a policeman, Arthur,
Sibyl and Gerald immediately regain
an unjustified sense of outrage. ‘Then
look at the way he talked to me’, Arthur
Birling complains. ‘He must have
known I was an ex-Lord Mayor and a
magistrate and so forth’.
How can multiple contexts be used to
think about the play?
•
•
•
•
•

1912
1914
1917
1945
Stretch: 2020

Priestley’s Inspector is a ghost, a kind
of walking talking moral agent who
appears to punish and expose the lies
of this family. He is the counter-point
to Mr. Birling
We don’t live alone. We are members of one
body. We are responsible for each other. And I
tell you that the time will soon come when if
men will not learn that lesson, then they will be
taught it in fire and blood and anguish. We
don’t live alone. Good night.

For the Inspector Eva Smith isn’t just
one person: ‘there are millions and
millions of Eva Smiths and John
Smiths still left with us, with their
lives…hopes…fears.’ Where the
Birlings could be represented by the
metaphor of the Titanic, Priestley via

the Inspector have a metaphor of a
human body—we are all
interconnected. And, if we don’t
realise this, there will be ‘fire and blood
and anguish.’ This could refer to the
coming wars, but it could also refer to
a possible Revolution—again
something the Soviet audience would
have understood and applauded.
Strangely, the Inspector leaves and
the invented story Inspector Goole
related has now come true. This
seems a bizarre coincidence with
which to end the play, but if we
consider An Inspector Calls as a moral
fable, and not as naturalistic theatre, it
begins to seem much more like a
logical, even inevitable, conclusion.

Social Historical and Literary Context that needs to be Applied to your Essays:
To understand and to write about this play in depth, you need to consider:
•
•

•
•

•

•

Mr. Birling as a capitalist and his relationship to Eva Smith and striking
workers.
Sheila Birling as an upper-class woman who uses her influence to get another
woman fired. This means considering the way class functions and the role of
women in an increasing time of political agitation for women’s rights and
suffrage.
Through Gerald, you should think about the role of men in marriage and the
privilege of men in society then and now.
To understand Mrs. Birling, you need to think not only of the role of women, but
the role of charities and the way the rich get to decide who is deserving and who
isn’t deserving. This is in contrast to the development of the post-war Labour
government’s establishment of the welfare state.
Eric is portrayed as a rich, spoiled and privileged man who abuses alcohol, steals
money, and, of course, sexually assaults Eva Smith. Although we see him
change, blame his parents and show some shame, his actions should make us
think of things such as consent, sexual assault, male violence towards
women as well as male privilege. The modern context of 2020 helps us see all
these characters differently.
The Inspector, who represents Priestley’s own politics, reflects socialism.

As a play, you need to think about
these characters and how they are
portrayed and how they change over
the course of their time on stage. This
is an old-fashioned play with a heavyhanded political message. As viewers
we can revel in judging all of these
people and their horrid moral mistakes.
The Inspector’s pushy exposure of
their hypocrisy is fun and gives us both
moral outrage and a sense of
superiority. In the set piece of
Edwardian England, we get a glimpse
of the moral poverty and the immense
inequality of a society. However, as
modern viewers and readers, we
should take pause.
Ten years of austerity in Britain
have led to massive cuts to school
funding, housing, benefits and
policing. Austerity was introduced
to control borrowing which in turn
exploded because of financial
deregulation. The financial sector,
not the industrialists of the BirlingCroft crowd, became enormously
wealthy and when their system
crashed, we were expected to bail
them out. Now, the benefit system
that is supposed to protect our
most vulnerable is being ever
eroded. We can reflect not just on
1912 and 1945 when watching
Priestley’s play. If the play is to
mean anything, we should think
about the way another Eva Smith
might be treated in today’s England.
We want to imagine we are better
than the Birlings and the Crofts—
maybe we don’t drink, maybe we
don’t have affairs—but England’s
structural inequality still surrounds
us and informs our every waking
moment.

How does the current world of
England in 2020 reflect
changes and similarities to the
world that Priestley was
describing?
Could there be an Eva Smith
today?
What are crucial social,
historical and political contexts
that students need to know to
analyse the play?

12/8/19

What do we know about society at the time?
How did Priestley think society could be improved?
What does the audience learn from the Inspector in the play?
What effect does this have on the audience? What does this make
the audience think about society?
• The characters live in a capitalist society, with inequality
between social classes
• Priestley thought conditions would be improved for workers,
women and the poor through socialism
• The audience learns about Eva’s story through the Inspector’s
interrogations of the different characters
• This allows the audience to see that if the characters had acted
differently, Eva’s life might have been different.

The Inspector and Mr.
Birling

The Inspector and
Sheila

Society
--capitalist system
--inequality between classes
--no welfare state

The Inspector and
Mrs. Birling

A03: Context
Socialism vs. Capitalism
Charity vs. Welfare State
Class discrimination

The Inspector and Mr.
Birling
--Inspector interrupts
a confident speech by
Mr. Birling
-- Inspector shows
how Mr. Birling was
involved in Eva losing
her job
-- The Inspector
implies that what Mr
Birling did may have
led to her death

The Inspector and Sheila
--Sheila is jealous of Eva Smith and has her
dismissed
-- Inspector tells her she used her power as a
customer to get her fired, just because she was
jealous
-- Sheila feels guilty

Society
--capitalist system
--inequality between classes
--no welfare state

The Inspector and Mrs. Birling
--Eva came to her charity in
desperation
--Mrs. Birling refused to help

A03: Context
Socialism vs. Capitalism
Charity vs. Welfare State
Class discrimination

1
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What does the
audience think after
the Inspector’s
interrogation of Mr
Birling?

What does the audience think after the
Inspector’s interrogation of Sheila?

Society
--capitalist system
--inequality between classes
--no welfare state

‘what happened to her then may
have determined what happened
to her afterwards
‘She was out of work for the next
two months … she hadn’t been able
to save much out of what Birling
and Company had paid her’
‘no work, no money coming in …
few friends, lonely and half starved,
she was feeling desperate’

W hat does the audience think after the
Inspector’s interrogation of M rs Birling?

A03: Context
Socialism vs. Capitalism
Charity vs. Welfare State
Class discrimination

‘There was nothing wrong with the
way she was doing her work’
‘when she was dismissed, for no
reason that she could discover’
‘and so you used the power you
had, as the daughter of a man well
known in the town to punish the
girl, just because she made you feel
like that’

‘public men have responsibilities as
well as privileges’

Priestley uses the
Inspector to suggest
that employers
should take better
care of their workers.
He shows this
through Mr. Birling.

Priestley uses the Inspector to suggest that
there should be more equality between social
classes. He shows this through Sheila.

Society
--capitalist system
--inequality between classes
--no welfare state

‘you admit to being prejudiced
against her case?’
‘I didn’t like her manner’
‘She was here alone, friendless,
almost penniless, desperate.
She needed not only money but
advice, sympathy … You must
have known what she was
feeling. And you slammed the
door in her face.

Priestley uses the
Inspector to suggest
that employers
should take better
care of their workers.
‘what happened to her then
m ay have determ ined what
happened to her afterwards
‘She was out of work for the
next two m onths … she hadn’t
been able to save m uch out of
what Birling and Com pany had
paid her’
‘no work, no m oney com ing in
… few friends, lonely and half

A03: Context
Socialism vs. Capitalism
Charity vs. Welfare State
Class discrimination

Priestley uses the Inspector to suggest that
there should be more equality between social
classes.
‘There was nothing wrong with the way she was doing
her work’
‘when she was dism issed, for no reason that she could
discover’
‘and so you used the power you had, as the daughter
of a m an well known in the town to punish the girl,
just because she m ade you feel like that’

A03: Context
Class discrimination

Priestley uses the Inspector to
suggest that there should be a
stronger welfare state. He
shows this through Mrs. Birling.

Priestley uses the Inspector to
suggest that there should be a
stronger welfare state.
‘you adm it to being prejudiced against
her case?’
‘I didn’t like her m anner’
‘She was here alone, friendless, alm ost
penniless, desperate. She needed not
only m oney but advice, sym pathy … You
m ust have known what she was feeling.
And you slam m ed the door in her face.

A03: Context
Charity vs. Welfare State

starved, she was feeling
desperate’

Society
--capitalist system
--inequality between classes
--no welfare state

A03: Context
Socialism vs. Capitalism
Charity vs. Welfare State
Class discrimination

‘public m en have
responsibilities as well as
privileges’

A03: Context
Socialism vs. Capitalism

2
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Do we see Eva in the play?
How do we learn different aspects of her life through each of the
characters?
Mr. Birling, Sheila, Gerald, Mrs. Birling, Eric
STRETCH: The Inspector himself

• We only know Eva’s plight through the Inspector’s
interrogation
• We learn about how poverty lead to her suicide through each
character’s actions and story

Mr. Birling

Gerald

Poverty and Poor
--worker’s rights
--women’s rights, jobs, marriage
--housing, living conditions
--freedom

Sheila

Eric

A03: Context
Socialism vs. Capitalism
Charity vs. Welfare State
Role of Women

Mr. Birling
--got her fired for
strike action for
higher wages
--thought of her as a
trouble maker
--shows no remorse
--only worries about
his reputation

Gerald
--met her when she was waiting in a bar
getting harassed by another man
--falls for her and starts an affair
--houses her in a friend’s flat
--they eventually part ways

Poverty and Poor
--worker’s rights
--women’s rights, jobs, marriage
--housing, living conditions
--freedom

Sheila
--after leaving the factory Eva worked in
a clothing shop
--Sheila thinks that she is laughing at her
and is jealous of the way she looks
--because she is wealthy she can get her
fired
--Sheila shows rem orse and change

A03: Context
Socialism vs. Capitalism
Charity vs. Welfare State
Role of Women

3
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Priestley presents
poverty through Eva
in what way through
Mr. Birling?

Priestley presents poverty through Eva in what
way through Gerald?

Poverty and Poor
--worker’s rights
--women’s rights, jobs, marriage
--housing, living conditions
--freedom

Mr. Birling
‘she had a lot of say,
too much… she had to
go.’
‘Community and all
that nonsense’
‘bees in a hive’
‘that wretched girl’s
suicide’

A03: Context
Socialism vs. Capitalism
Charity vs. Welfare State
Role of Women

Gerald
‘I didn’t install her there so I could make love
to her’
‘I didn’t feel about her as she felt about me’
Inspector: Gerald ‘had some affection for her
and made her happy for a time.’

Poverty and Poor
--worker’s rights
--women’s rights, jobs, marriage
--housing, living conditions
--freedom

Priestley presents poverty
through Eva in what way
through Sheila?

Sheila
‘she was very pretty and could
take care of herself’
‘cheap labour… people’
‘feel terrible’

Priestley presents
how poverty affects
workers. He shows
this through the
interaction between
Eva and Mr. Birling.

Poverty and Poor
--worker’s rights
--women’s rights, jobs, marriage
--housing, living conditions
--freedom

Priestley presents
how poverty affects
workers. He shows
this through the
interaction between
Eva and Mr. Birling.
Mr. Birling
‘she had a lot of say,
too much… she had to
go.’
‘Community and all
that nonsense’
‘bees in a hive’
‘that wretched girl’s
suicide’

A03: Context
Socialism vs. Capitalism
Charity vs. Welfare State
Role of Women

A03: Context
Socialism vs. Capitalism
Charity vs. Welfare State
Role of Women

Priestley presents the way
the rich can control the poor.
He shows this through the
interaction between Eva and
Shelia.

Priestley presents how poverty affected
women differently than men. He does this
through the interactions between Gerald and
Eva.

Gerald
‘I didn’t install her there so I could make love
to her’
‘I didn’t feel about her as she felt about me’
Inspector: Gerald ‘had some affection for her
and made her happy for a time.’

Sheila
‘she was very pretty and could
take care of herself’
‘cheap labour… people’
‘feel terrible’
A03: Context
Role of Women

A03: Context
Charity vs. Welfare State
A03: Context
Socialism vs.
Capitalism

Priestley presents the way
the rich can control the poor.
He shows this through the
interaction between Eva and
Shelia.

Priestley presents how poverty affected
women differently than men. He does this
through the interactions between Gerald and
Eva.

Stretch: cover all characters
1) Mr. Birling and Eric
2) Gerald and Shelia
3) Mrs. Birling and Inspector
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What function does the character of the Inspector have in ‘An Inspector Calls’ and how does Priestley present this character?
FUNCTIONdrives plot, reveals family secret
knows everything that happened to Eva
Presents Priestley’s socialist message
Believes in equality and social responsibility
Character—Birling, Sheila, Gerald
Priestley Presents—mysterious, all-knowing, critical over the behaviour of the rich
Cultural CONTEXT—post WWII—imagining WWI—more equitable, socialist society to prevent further destruction
Introduction

--description of context
--description of character
--powerful, all-knowing, outside, mysterious
--connection to themes
--connection to other characters

First performed in the Soviet Union in 1945, Priestley’s ‘An Inspector Calls’
presented a critique of the irresponsibility of the rich in the United Kingdom.
To do this, Priestley set his play in 1913 to investigate how little has changed
with the British rich. He used the character of the Inspector as a mysterious,
all-knowing outsider that forces the rich characters to admit their faults and
mistakes. His function is to help characters realize their mistakes and take
responsibility for what they have done. Priestley uses the Inspector to
expose Birling as arrogant, to show Sheila can change and…. [what does he
show about Gerald?]

1
InspectorBirling

TS: Priestley uses the Inspector to help expose the arrogance
of Mr. Birling.
‘I can’t accept any responsibility. If we were all responsible
for everything that happened to everybody we’d had anything
to do with, it would be very awkward, wouldn’t it?’
Language:
Form: Irony—they are all connected to Eva Smith
Structure: What else in the play does this link to?
Cultural Context:
What relevant Cultural Context can we add?

Priestley uses the Inspector to help expose the arrogance of Mr. Birling.
When being interrogated by the Inspector over his firing of Eva Smith, the
girl who commits suicide, Birling refuses to ‘accept any responsibility.’
Repeating an idea he states earlier to Eric and Gerald, he notes that if
‘everybody’ was ‘responsible for everything’ it would be ‘awkward.’
Language analysis: Zoom into words
Form: What doesn’t Birling realize?
Structure: How does this compare to how Birling and the Inspector speak at
the end of the play.
Context: What is relevant Contextual Information?

2
Inspector-Sheila

TS: Priestley uses the Inspector to show the audience that
Sheila changes her outlook towards responsibility.
What key quote can you use for Sheila?
Language: What words to zoom in on?
Form: What is the audience reaction to Sheila? How does it
change?
Structure: Think about the opening, middle and the end of the
play. How does the Inspector cause change in Sheila? What
does Sheila think about the Inspector?
Context: What relevant cultural context will help in our
discussion of the change in Sheila?

3
Inspector--Gerald

Conclusion

TS: What does Priestley use the Inspector to show in Gerald?
What is the most relevant quote?
Language: What words to zoom in on?
Form: How does the audience feel about Gerald?
Structure: How do his actions at the end of the play complicate
our idea of him?
Context: What relevant cultural context will help in our
discussion of Gerald?
--Return to the character
--connection to theme
--connection to context
--answer the question in your own words

Mr. Birling Exemplar 1
Priestley presents Mr. Birling as an outspoken capitalistic character to act as a dramatic foil to
contrasting influential characters who portray his own socialistic views such as the Inspector and
Eric. This allows Priestley to show socialism in a highlighted positive way.
In the beginning of the play, Priestley uses dramatic irony in order to ridicule Mr. Birling as when
he describes the Titanic as ‘unsinkable—absolutely unsinkable. This subsequently cements the
audience’s opinions of him as arrogant and incompetent. Priestley also shows Mr Birling as
selfish. ‘A man has to make his own way’ showing his single mindedness. His use of ‘man’ could
relate to the sexist views of 1914 in which the play was set. This might possibly be to show that
while times had changed, for the most part, with women gaining a higher place in society,
capitalists were still determined to revert back to older views. This could also be a valued reason
to support the socialist movement.
Priestley also uses the Inspector as a way to ridicule Mr. Birling further. The Inspector’s calm and
collected composition is juxtaposed to Mr. Birling’s angry and rash behavior to sho the distinct
opposition of the two; with Mr. Birling presented as childish in the face of the Inspector. By placing
Mr. Birling so obviously in the wrong, Priestly allows his character to be shown as weak, ‘I was
quite justified’ his use of ‘quite’ shows that even his defense against the crime is unsure and easily
dismissed. Due to the previous portrayal as an obvious capitalist this strengthens the idea that
Priestley’s aim is to belittle the views. Furthermore, the Inspector’s own speech highlighting
clearly the socialist views that ‘we are responsible for each other’ to Mr. Birling’s own speech in
Act One, where he boldly announced that the ‘Germans don’t want war’ allowing Priestley to
further show that while a capitalist such as Mr. Birling may be foolish and unwise socialists are
quite the opposite.
Mr. Birling’s reaction to the Inspector being a fake, his simple dismissal and excuses that ‘I would
have’ noticed can also be seen as portraying the capitalistic views after the war, a confidence
such as Mr. Birling had in Act 1, to the excuses given, much like those after the Inspector leaves.
Priestley has easily portrayed Mr. Birling as almost the dictator of the family, however after the
ordeal this changes quickly. ‘I’m ashamed of you’, this clear portrayal of views on Mr. Birling
shows how opinions are changing possibly to show the increase in socialism support since the
end of WWII. This places Mr. Birling in a weakened position, leading to the belief that the
Inspector’s influence (of socialistic beliefs) has a positive and morality beneficial effect on the
younger generation, in order to suggest that socialism could be the best option for the future.
Through Priestley’s continuous ridicule of Mr. Birling and his views allow him to be seen as an
embodiment of the negative capitalist views, while his position as a weaker character in the face of
socialism allow the socialist views to be viewed as better. Furthermore, by placing Mr Birling in a
morally incorrect position Priestley allows Mr. Birling’s capitalistic view to be easily dismissed and
shows capitalism to be as morally unacceptable political view.
What makes this a successful piece of writing?
What aspects of this essay could be improved?
Pick 3 places in this essay where you could expand the idea, use another quotation or
explore the context in a way to expand the argument further.

Mr. Birling Exemplar 2
Throughout the play Priestley presents Mr Birling to be an arrogant fool who only cares for himself
mainly furthermore showing the contrast in them two. He presents Mr Birling as a capitalist.
Priestley presents the character of Mr Birling as a mirror image of himself; he shows Birling to be
an arrogant man who doesn’t care about other people’s well being. This is revealed in the
quotation ‘If we were all responsible for everybody we had anything to do with it would be
awkward, wouldn’t it?’ The word ‘responsible’ depicts what Birling can’t be, furthermore the word
‘awkward’ shows us Birling is afraid of this reputation being criticized and himself being
embarrassed again reinforcing his arrogance. Priestley also shows the arrogance of Mr Birling
when the Inspector asks Birling if he knows a girl called Eva Smith and Birling replied with ‘the
name doesn’t come to mind.’ This shows that even after the Inspector tells what happened to the
girl Mr Birling doesn’t feel responsible over her death and isn’t kind enough to say he knew the girl.
The word ‘mind’ reinforces his rude and arrogant attitude.
Priestley also presents Mr Birling to be quite a fool sometimes during the play; this is revealed by
the word ‘unsinkable.’ Mr Birling is implying how strong the Titanic is. This is dramatic irony
furthermore this also shows how idiotic Mr birling is. We can also see Mr Birling’s idiocy by the
quotation ‘nobody wants war.’ The word ‘war’ tells us that Mr Birling can talk about such serious
matters easily as if he was a soldier furthermore this is also dramatic irony reinforcing how much
of a fool he is.
Priestley also presents Mr Birling to be very close with his family apart from Eric. This is revealed
by the quotation ‘What about war?’ This shows how Mr Birling shuts down his son and also
debates against Eric’s opinions or statements. The punctuation shows us that Mr Birling would’ve
shouted at him furthermore reinforcing how weak their relationship is. We can also see how close
see how close. Mr Birling and Gerald Croft are due to the fact they both share capitalist views.
When Mr Birling finishes telling his story of Eva Smith, Gerald Croft supports Mr Birling this is
revealed by the quotation ‘There’s nothing he could have done.’ The word ‘nothing’ implies he is
trying to show to the Inspector there isn’t a solution, no choice. We can again see the relationship
between Eric and Mr Birling by the quotation ‘He could have increased the wages.’ The word
‘could’ reinforces the weak relationship due to the fact it shows Eric not supporting his dad but the
Inspector. Priestley also presents Mr Birling to be socially inferior to his wife when his wife
complains against his husband for complimenting the chef this revealed by the quotation ‘You
musn’t say these things.’ The word ‘musn’t’ shows Mrs Birling’s attitude to others, similar to Mr
Birlings’s, uncaring.
Finally Priestley writes the play after the war, this means he can strike the hearts of the audience
at that time in 1945 because some may have lost their loved ones and people are now working
together. Priestley could use this as a chance to make sure to keep it that way.
In Conclusion Priestley presents Mr Birling as a man who feels he has no responsibility over his
actions, furthermore is Priestley makes Mr Birling a rich man to show the class difference and how
bad it is.
o What makes this a successful piece of writing?
o How might have a larger consideration of analysis of drama?
o The examiners considered this a more successful essay than the other exemplar. Do you
agree with them?
o Pick 3 places in this essay where you could expand the idea, use another quotation
or explore the context in a way to expand the argument further.

Paper 2, Student 3, An Inspector Calls (28 marks)

4
Section A: Modern prose or drama
Answer one question from this section on your chosen text.
JB Priestley: An Inspector Calls
Either
0

1

How does Priestley present selfishness and its effects in An Inspector Calls?
Write about:
• examples of selfish behaviour in the play
• how Priestley presents selfishness and its effects.

[30 marks]
AO4 [4 marks]

or
0

2

How does Priestley present Sheila as a character who learns important lessons about
herself and society?
Write about:
• some of the things Sheila learns in the play
• how Priestley presents Sheila as a character who learns important lessons about
herself and society.
[30 marks]
AO4 [4 marks]
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