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Victims will feel safe from criminals.
Other people in society are safe from
becoming victims of crime committed by
that offender.

« The protection is only relevant while

the offender is in prison. When they are
released they could re offend.

« Sometimes prison sentences seem lenient.

This may mean an offender doesn’t spend
long in prison and the protection is limited.

Retribution

. Makes the victim of a crime feel a sense

of justice; that the offender ‘got what they
deserved’.

The offender is ‘made to pay’, which could
be enough to make them change their ways.

Doesn't always work. Some victims feel
that the punishment isn't severe enough.
Often many offenders commit the same
offence again, meaning the punishment
has had little effect.

Deterrence

The punishment will hopefully be enough to
prevent others committing the same crimes.

Doesn't always work. Nearly half of all
criminals re offend and prisons are full.

Reformation

. Gives offenders an opportunity to change

their lives and make amends for what they
have done wrong.

. Can often involve skills development or

training, which means the offender has more
opportunities available to them in the future.

. Sometimes seems like the criminal is

being given a fresh chance rather than a
punishment.

Some could feel the offender has benefited
rather than punished. Victims could feel
they have not had justice.

Table 3.1 Strengths and weaknesses of each aim

of punishment
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Name: …………………………………………………………………
Form:………………………………………………………………….
Crime and Punishment

Keywords - There are a number of keywords that you must understand and be able to spell accurately.
	Justice
	Doing what is right and fair based on the law. 

	Laws
	Rules made by the government.

	Crime
	An act that is against the law. 

	Shari’ah
	Islamic legal system based on Muslim scholars’ understanding of the Qur’an and Hadith. 

	Qadi
	A judge in Muslim law. 

	Zakah
	Giving to charity, one of the Five Pillars. 

	Salah
	The Muslim prayer. 

	Ramadan
	A month of fasting, one of the Five Pillars.

	Madrasah
	Muslim school. 

	Halal
	That which is permitted.

	Fard
	Actions that must be performed by a person for them to be considered good. 

	Mandub
	Actions that Muslims are rewarded for doing, but are not punished if they do not do them.

	Mubah
	Actions that are permitted because the Qur’an doesn’t say anything about them, e.g. watching TV. 

	Haram
	That which is forbidden. 

	Qisas
	The law of retaliation.

	Hadd
	Punishments for crimes that are set down in the Qur’an.

	Protection
	Keeping safe from harm. 

	Retribution
	Punishment for a wrong or criminal act. 

	Deterrence
	Something to put people off wrongdoing. 

	Reformation
	Changing for the better. 

	Forgiveness
	To pardon a person for a wrong they have done to you. 

	Restorative justice
	An action that focuses on the rehabilitation of offenders through reconciliation with victims and the community. 

	Human rights
	Rights that all human beings are entitled to. 

	Fair trial
	A public hearing by an independent tribunal established by law, that takes place within reasonable time. 

	Trial by Jury
	A trial where the jury’s decision directs the actions of the judge. 

	Torture
	Inflicting serious pain on someone. 

	Capital punishment
	Legally authorised killing of a criminal. 

	Execution
	Same as capital punishment. 

	Death Penalty
	Same as capital punishment. 

	Capital offence
	A crime that can be punished with capital punishment.

	Apostasy
	Leaving or denying a religion. 


1. Justice

Justice is about treating people fairly according to certain laws. Laws are a set of rules used to maintain social order and ensure people are safe. In the UK they are upheld by law enforcements agencies, including the police. 

Why is justice important to Muslims?

Justice is important in Islam. One of Allah’s characteristics/names is Al’Adl, meaning ‘the just’. Muslims, therefore, try to be fair in all aspects of their lives. They are taught to oppose injustice and support victims of unjust treatment. However, this cannot involve breaking the law themselves;

SoA: ‘Allah, the Exalted, and Glorious, said; “O My worshippers, I have prohibited Myself injustice, and have made oppression unlawful to you, so do not oppress one another”.’ (Hadith)

Islam commands everyone to be completely impartial, even if that means testifying against friends or family:

SoA: ‘You who believe, uphold justice and bear witness to God, even if it against yourself, your parents, or your close relatives.’ (Surah 4:135)

Case study

A highly-respected woman from an influential tribe in Mecca had committed a theft. A friend of the prophet asked that Muhammad overlook her crime to spare her family shame. The Prophet refused and said:

SoA: ‘The nations before you went astray because if a noble person committed a theft, they used to leave him, but if a weak person among them committed theft, they used to inflict the legal punishment on him. By Allah, if my daughter Fatimah committed theft, I would cut off her hand!’ (Hadith)

Task:  What does this Hadith show us about Muhammad’s commitment to justice?

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________




Why is justice important to non-religious people?

· Humanists argue that justice is important to help human society flourish. Humanists would say that justice is important, not to fulfil laws and rules established by prophets or gods, but because everyone deserves autonomy, freedom and respect. 
· A victim of a crime may believe that justice is important so that they feel that the hurt they have suffered is recognised by society and paid for by the offender. 
PEQ-C: Explain two reasons why justice is important to Muslims. In your answer you must refer to a source of wisdom and authority. 






(5 marks)

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

2. Crime

A crime is an illegal act, one that is prohibited by law. Laws are established to protect rights, and should be respected and followed. For Muslims, this applies to laws that come from their government or shari’ah. 

Muslims believe it is important to understand the causes of crime so that they can help reduce crime. Sociologists, who study social behaviour, have identified many reasons that people commit crimes. 

Task:  Use the information provided below to complete this table. 

	Cause 
	Explanation
	Example
	How can Muslims deal with these problems?

	Upbringing
	
	
	

	Poverty
	
	
	

	Drugs/alcohol
	
	
	

	Self-esteem
	
	
	






What are Muslims doing to end crime?

More Muslims are getting involved in the efforts to reduce crime at a time when there is a rising number of Muslims being sent to prison. By the end of 2014, Muslims accounted for 14.4% of prisoners in prisons in England and Wales, compared to 7.7% in 2002.  This increase has been linked to poverty and extremism. 

There are several organisations that seek to help prisoners:

1. The Muslims Chaplains Association (MAC)
This provides support, assistance, and rehabilitation for offenders and ex-offenders by:

· Supporting the Muslim Chaplains who work within the prison service, leading worship and providing care.

· Working towards the resettlement of prisoners and the prevention of reoffending upon release. 

· Engaging with Muslims and the wider community. 

2. Mosaic

Mosaic is a charitable organisation. Its Ex-Offender Mentoring Programme was developed in response to the increasing numbers of young Muslims in prisons in England and Wales. Volunteer mentors provide support and practical assistance to prisoners aged between 18 and 35 years who are approaching the end of their sentences, including helping them to find secure housing and employment. 


PEQ-B: Explain two reasons ways that Muslims try to stop crime. 


(4 marks)

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

3. Good, evil and suffering

The nature of good actions

In Islam, good actions are known as halal, meaning ‘that which is permitted’. 

Good actions can be divided into three groups’

1. Fard; actions which must be performed for a person to be regarded as good. These include observing the Five Pillars and obeying the laws of the Shari’ah, for example only eating halal food. Performing these actions will be rewarded and not performing them will be punished. 

2. Mandub: actions which a Muslim will be rewarded for doing, but will not be punished for not doing them, for example du’a (personal) prayers. 

3. Mubah: actions that are permitted because nothing is said about them in the Qur’an or hadith, such as watched TV. These actions will not be rewarded or punished. 

The nature of evil actions

Evil actions are called ‘haram’, meaning ‘that which is forbidden’.

Basically any action that is forbidden in the Qur’an, Hadith or by the Shari’ah (such as, alcohol, gambling, lending or borrowing money at interest) is haram and therefore, is considered evil by Muslims. Performing any of these actions will lead to punishment on the Day of Judgement. 

Evil is often divided into moral evil and natural evil:

· Moral evil is evil that is caused by humans misusing their Free Will. This could include rape, murder, theft etc. 

· Natural evil is suffering that has not be caused by human action. Earthquakes, floods, volcanos etc. 

Non-religious attitudes to evil and suffering

Many non-religious people, atheists and Humanists, cannot believe that a good god would have designed a world that has so much evil in it. 

Atheists and Humanists believe that evil and suffering is either the fault of humans or the fault of the accidental nature of the universe. Some believe that a lot of moral suffering is caused by religion. 

The Muslim answer to why people suffer
1. ‘It is We who have sent down the Qur’an to you by stages. Therefore be patient with constancy to the command of the Lord.’ (Surah 76:23)

This verse expresses the view that because God is so much greater than humans, they cannot understand his motives and therefore must just accept what God does. The Qur’an says that God is good and only wants good and so there must be good reasons for evil and suffering, but humans are not able to understand them. 

2. Muslims also believe that humans were born with the natural instinct to know what is good and what is evil. Therefore, they will be questioned and judged for their actions. 

3. Islam teaches the endurance of suffering with hope and faith. The faithful should not ask why there is suffering, but just accept it as part of the will of Allah. 

4. Islam teaches that Muslims should work to remove the suffering of others, either practically or through prayer. 

(PEQ-D) ‘Evil and Suffering are not a problem if you believe in God.’ Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and against. In your response you should:

· Refer to Muslim points of view

· Refer to a non-religious point of view

· Reach a justified conclusion. 





(12 marks)

Plan an answer to this question below. 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

4. Attitudes to punishment

One of the meanings and aims of Islam is peace. Muslims believe that crimes such as stealing and murder interfere with this objective. Muslim teachings therefore aim to eliminate the root causes that lead to crime. However, this doesn’t always happen, which is why Islam also lays down particular punishments for certain crimes. These are intended to help the offender, the victim and society.

‘For those who did evil, each evil deed will be requited by its equal.’ (Surah 10:27)

Muslim punishments can be split into two main groups; Qisas and Hadd:

Qisas

Islam promotes the principle of qisas, this is the principle of retaliation. This means dealing justly with a criminal who is guilty of a serious crime, such as murder. If a person shows disregard for human life, they lose their right to be a member of the human society. Punishments are in proportion to their crime.

‘You who believe, fair retribution is prescribed for you in cases of murder: the free man for the free man, the slave for the slave, the female for the female. But if the culprit is pardoned by his aggrieved brother, this shall be adhered to fairly, and the culprit shall pay what is due in a good way. This is an alleviation from your Lord and an act of mercy. If anyone then exceeds these limits, grievous suffering awaits him.’ (Surah 2:178)

Hadd

Hadd punishments are punishments given in the Qur’an and Hadith for specific crimes. These punishments are set down by Allah. There are six crimes that have fixed punishments:

1. Theft = amputation of the hand.

2. Illicit sexual relations = death by stoning or 100 lashes

3. Making unproven accusations of illicit sex = 80 lashes

4. Drinking alcohol = 80 lashes

5. Apostasy = death or banishment

6. Highway robbery = death

Strict requirements for evidence (including eyewitness) have restricted the applications of these hadd punishments.  Most Muslim countries do not follow hadd punishments and have legal systems like in the UK. Until recently, Saudi Arabia was the only country in the world that enforced Hadd punishments, but now that the Taliban and ISIS controlling large areas, these punishments are being used more regularly.

‘As to the thief, male or female, cut off his or her hands: a punishment by way of example, from God, for their crime.’ (Surah 5:41)

Why might punishment be needed in society?

· To show that crimes are not acceptable because they break the law and criminals should face consequences. 

· To keep society safe. 

· To enable offenders to realise the error of their ways. 


(PEQ-C) Explain two Muslim teachings about punishment. In your answer you must refer to a source of wisdom and authority. 







(5 marks)

 _______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

5. Aims of punishment

There are four main aims of punishment. 

Task:  Match up the key term and its definition. 

	Protection
	Punishment should put people off committing crimes.

 

	Retribution
	Punishment should protect society from criminals so people feel safe, e.g. prison. 

	Deterrence
	Punishment should try and change criminals so they don’t reoffend – this makes them realise the harm they have done and offer them a second chance. 

	Reformation
	Criminals should pay for their crimes, suffer the consequences of their actions, e.g. qisas


- Muslims agree with the aims of punishment but have different views about what is the most important and when to apply them. 

-In some Muslim countries, criminals are publicly humiliated for their crimes, as part of retribution and deterrence. 

Other Muslims emphasis rehabilitation because Allah is merciful and compassionate.

Muslims beliefs about the aims of punishment

· The Qur’an sets down lashes or amputation for certain crimes, and the Qur’an is the Word of Allah which must be followed. 

· Whipping and amputation allow the offender to remain in society with their families where, it is believed; they are less likely to reoffend than those who are sent to prison. 

· The idea of deterrence requires very severe punishments that people are scared of; amputation is more likely to deter thieves than six months in prison. 

· The strict punishment is only given as a last resort. Islamic courts investigate all the background to the case and, for example, would not amputate the hand of someone who stole to feed their family. 


(PEQ-B) Explain two reasons why Muslims support the aims of punishment. 

(4 marks)
_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

6. Forgiveness

‘In the name of God, the Lord of Mercy, the Giver of Mercy!’ (Qur’an)

All but one of the 114 Surahs of the Qur’an start with this verse. If someone is described using the word ‘mercy’, it means that they are forgiving. 

Why is forgiveness important to Muslims?

Allah is known by ninety-nine different names. One of them is Al Ghafoor, which means ‘forgiving’.

· ‘When He gathers you for the Day of Gathering…He will cancel the sins of those who believed in Him and acted righteously.’ (Surah 64:9)

· ‘O Allah, You are Most Forgiving, and You love forgiveness.’ (Hadith)

Muslims believe that they should try and show the qualities of Allah in their lives. They should show forgiveness like Allah. 

A famous example of forgiveness is when the Prophet Muhammad returned to Mecca, after being exiled for many years. He had been chased out of Mecca, with His followers and many Muslims were killed. When he reconquered the city many people who had treated Muslims badly were worried that Muhammad would take revenge on them. Instead he said, ‘No retribution shall be exacted from this day’. He forgave them.
Choose one of the SOA’s from above nd briefly explain what it means.
_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

(PEQ-C) Explain two reasons why forgiveness is important to Muslims. In your answer you must refer to a source of wisdom and authority. 





(5 marks)

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

What is restorative justice?
Muslims believe Islam is a practical religion that gives practical solutions to problems. It adopts the golden mean (the desirable middle between two extremes), rejecting disproportionate punishment on the one hand, and careless turning of the cheek on the other hand. 

SofA:‘Let harm be requited by an equal harm, though anyone who forgives and puts things right will have his reward from God Himself…if a person is patient and forgiving, this is one of the greatest things.’ (Surah 42:40-43)

Islam forbids holding grudges against people. For this reason, it promotes restorative justice as an opportunity for criminals to make amends for their offences. 

There are three steps to this:

1. Repentance from the offender (saying sorry and meaning it).

2. Forgiveness from the victim or the victim’s family.

3. Reconciliation between the two parties. 

This form of restorative justice was established in the early days of Islam and is preserved in the Prophet’s Madinah Charter. Restorative justice is important for criminals because, by putting them in direct contact with those they have hurt, they can begin the process of compensating for their offence. 

Madinah Charter: A set of laws that Muhammad established in Madinah. 

Task:  Why do you think forgiveness can be more effective than punishment? Give examples and SofA in your answer. 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

Why may someone agree or  disagree with your answer?

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________
7. Treatment of Criminals

In 1948, the United Nations created the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. These are a set of 30 rights that all human beings are entitled to. These include rights about the treatment of criminals. 

· Muslims belief that many of these human rights were already granted by Allah in the Qur’an and Hadith fourteen centuries before. 

SofA:  ‘None of you (believers) will attain true piety unless you give out what you cherish.’ (Surah 3:92)

This means that you should treat people the way you want to be treated – Muslims believe that this should extend to criminals. 

SofA: ‘They give food to the poor, the orphan, and the captive…’ (Surah 76:8) 

Before the time of Prophet Muhammad, it was the custom for a prisoner to work for his food. The Qur’an, however, made feeding criminals compulsory. Muslims believe that they should treat prisoners will mercy and compassion. 

However, Muslims have varying views about the way trials should be conducted, the rights criminals should be entitled to, and the methods used to punish them. 

Most Muslims support the process of a fair trial and trial by jury to ensure that in all cases criminals are treated fairly. Non-Muslim scholars have stated that Islam introduced the concept of fair trial before any legal systems in England. 

SofA: ‘The Islamic legal system was far superior to the primitive legal system of England…’ – Professor John Makdisi

Torture

Torture has been used and justified by the USA, aided by the UK, and used by terrorist groups like ISIS, who have resorted to extreme cruelty in order to obtain information from a captive, or simply to subject their victims to immense suffering. 
However, the vast majority of Muslims reject ISIS’ claim to represent Islam and argue that these methods are against the teachings and examples of Muhammad. 

Some ethical theories, such as utilitarianism and situation ethics, argue that torture is acceptable for the greater good. For example, if a criminal knows where a bomb that will kill thousands is hidden. However, most Muslims would reject this as Muhammad never used these methods. 

Read through some of the human rights from the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. (left hand side of the table on the next page). How are they similar to Islamic teachings?

	Human Rights
	Islamic teachings 

Use specific example SofA

	(5) No Torture. Nobody has any right to hurt us or to torture us.
	

	(10) The right to trial. If we are put on trial this should be in public. The people who try us should not let anyone tell them what to do.
	

	(11) Innocent until proven guilty. Nobody should be blamed for doing something until it is proven. When people say we did a bad thing we have the right to show it is not true.
	


(PEQ-A) Outline three ways that Muslims believe criminals should be treated. 
(3 marks) 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

(PEQ-B) Explain two similarities between  non- religious and Muslim attitudes to torture (4 marks)
_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

8. The Death Penalty

Capital punishment is punishment which takes away the criminal’s life. This is often called execution or the death penalty. A crime which can be punished by the death penalty is called a capital offence. Capital punishment is used in some Islamic countries and in some states in the USA. The UK stopped using capital punishment in 1998. 

Islam allows capital punishment for three offences; murder, adultery and apostasy.

There are many arguments for and against the use of the death penalty. 

	For
	Against

	Islamic beliefs (most Muslims agree with the use of Capital Punishment)

· It is a punishment set down by Allah and is found in the Qur’an. 

SofA: ‘Take not life, which God has made sacred, except by way of justice and the law.’ (Surah 6:151)

· Muhammad made many statements agreeing with the use of capital punishment in cases of murder, adultery and apostasy. 

· Muhammad sentenced people to death when he was ruler of Madinah and Muslims believe that as Muhammad is the ‘seal of the prophets’, his example should be followed. 
	Islamic beliefs (some Muslims disagree with the use of Capital Punishment)

· They feel that Capital punishment is recommended by the Qur’an, but not compulsory. 

· They feel that since capital punishment does not reduce crimes and since there is a possibility of the wrong person being convicted and then executed, capital punishment is not justice and is therefore banned by Surah 6:151.

· Allah is a forgiving God and Muslims should try to be forgiving too. 


	Non-religious views

· Some non-religious people would argue that the only way to truly protect society is to kill dangerous people. 

· There have been cases where after a murderer has completed their prison sentence, they have murdered again.

· It could act as a deterrent to stop other murderers. 

· Retribution is a key aim of punishment. The only way to compensate for taking a life is for the criminal’s life to be taken. 
	Non-religious views

· Humanism rejects the use of capital punishment. They argue that it doesn’t decrease the number of crimes:

No. of executions in 2014

Murder rate

USA: 35

4.5 per 100,000 people. 

UK: 0

1.0 per 100,000 people. 

· Terrorists who have been executed are occasionally hailed as martyrs and this encourages their followers to become terrorists. 



(PEQ-D) ‘Capital punishment is always wrong.’ Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and against. In your response you should:

· Refer to Muslim points of view

· Refer to a non-religious point of view

· Reach a justified conclusion. 




(12 marks)

Plan an answer to this question.

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________
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Instructions:


Complete all tasks in this booklet, as it is all crucial for your GCSE Course.


Your teacher will also send you weekly PowerPoints which can be used in addition to this booklet.


Remember to check MILK everyday.


All work and tasks provided will be checked when we are back to school.





Summary


Islam teaches that justice is extremely important. 


Muslims are taught to give true evidence in all cases, even if this means testifying against themselves, family or friends. 


Muslims are required to be fair and to support victims of injustice. 





Poverty


Islam tries to deal with the issue of poverty in both a religious and a political way.


Religiously, it tries to remove poverty by banning the use of interest (the poverty of many people is made worse by the high interest rates that are charged, which can lead them to be so desperate that they turn to crime); encouraging Muslims to share their wealth and let people off their debts; banning gambling which can drive people into poverty; using Zakat to help poor Muslims; and supporting charities such as Muslim Aid and Islamic Relief. Politically, Islam encourages its followers to think carefully about voting and to support policies aimed at removing poverty. 





Self-esteem


Islam’s teachings should mean that no Muslim has problems with self-esteem. To know that you are vicegerents of God, given the task of looking after the world in the way God wants, should mean never having a problem with low self-esteem. 


Knowing that Allah has made them and loves them, should also help Muslims with their self-esteem. 


However, being aware that you will be judged by Allah on the Day of Judgement, should mean that Muslims never have too high an opinion of themselves. 





Drugs/alcohol


Alcohol and drugs should not be a problem for Muslim families because they are haram (banned) for Muslims as the Qur’an says that intoxicants are a means by which Satan tries to keep people from Allah and from saying their prayers. Muslims are taught that Muhammad said several times that Muslims must not drink alcohol, and must not have anything to do with the production or sale of alcohol. 


SofA:‘…with intoxicants and gambling, Satan only seeks to…stop you remembering God and prayer.’ (Surah 5:90-91)





Upbringing


Islam tries to deal with the issue of upbringing by helping people to fulfil their duties as Muslim parents. 


Islam teaches children are a gift from God and that, on the Last Day, Muslim parents will be judged by Allah on how well they have brought up their children. 


Parents are expected to teach their children the difference between right and wrong, introduce them to faith by observing Salah and Ramadan at home, make sure they go to the Madrasah and celebrate the festivals. Islam also encourages families to stay together and many mosques provide family advice and support if parents have problems. 








Summary


There are many causes to crime, including upbringing, poverty, drugs and self-esteem. 


Muslims are taught to avoid anything that might distract them from Allah, such as alcohol and drugs.


Muslim individuals and groups are trying to help Muslims who have been convicted of crimes. 





Summary





-Good actions are halal or fard. Evil actions are haram. 


-Moral evil is the result of human action; natural evil is the result of nature. 


-Evil and suffering causes problems because if God is omnipotent, then He shouldn’t allow them. –


-Muslims believe that God allows evil and suffering to test people’s faith and those who keep the faith and help the suffering will be rewarded. 





Summary


-Muslims believe that failure to follow laws must have consequences. 


-The law of qisas follows that a murderer should be put to death, unless the victim’s family act with mercy or offer forgiveness. 


-Punishments are an important part of society to ensure laws are upheld and people are safe.  





Summary


There are four aims of punishment: protection, retribution, deterrence, and reformation. 


Muslims have different views about which aim has the greatest importance.   





Summary


Forgiveness is at the heart of Islam and is found throughout the Qur’an and the stories of Muhammad. 


Restorative justice is strongly encouraged in Islam.   





Summary


Islam teaches the humane treatment of criminals. 


The vast majority of Muslims reject the use of torture. 


The Qur’an and Hadith support human rights and the right of criminals to a fair trial and trial by jury.   





Summary


-Capital punishment is designed to act as a deterrent to committing certain crimes such as murder. 


-There are divergent views among Muslims about whether Islam allows the death penalty.


-Many non-religious people oppose capital punishment.    








