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In Humanities we aim to empower students with the inspiration, skills and knowledge required to become active and positive citizens of today’s society. In History we aim to expand students’ historical schema so that they can explore a variety of interwoven British histories that cover diverse, global, and local enquiries which speak true to their own identities.
	Year 11 Learning Journey

	Autumn

	Term1 – The Cold War, 
How did the Cold War begin? What were the early signs of tensions increasing?
	Term 2 – Weimar Germany 
                                    Weimar and Nazi Germany, 1918–39
-Why did the Republic fail? 1919-29

	Key topic 1: The origins of the Cold War, 1941–58
Key topic 2: Cold War crises, 1958–70
Early tension 
● The Grand Alliance. The outcomes of the Tehran, Yalta and Potsdam conferences.
● The ideological differences between the superpowers and the attitudes of Stalin, Truman and Churchill.
● The impact on US-Soviet relations of the development of the atomic bomb, the Long and Novikov telegrams and the creation of Soviet satellite states in Eastern Europe.
The development of the Cold 
● The impact on US-Soviet relations of the Truman Doctrine and the
Marshall Plan, 1947.
● The significance of Cominform (1947), Comecon (1949) and the
formation of NATO (1949).
● Berlin: its division into zones. The Berlin Crisis (blockade and airlift)
of 1948-49 and its impact. The formation of the Federal Republic of
Germany and German Democratic Republic.
The Cold War intensifies
● The significance of the arms race. The formation of the Warsaw Pact.
● Events in 1956 leading to the Hungarian Uprising, and Khrushchev’s
response.
● The international reaction to the Soviet invasion of Hungary.
Increased Tension
●Refugee problem – Khrushchev’s ultimatum
● Cuba’s involvement
● Bay of Pigs
●Prague Spring
Cold war crises
● Construction of Berlin Wall
● Cuban Missile Crisis
● Brezhnev Doctrine
Reaction to Crisis 
● Kennedy’s visit – Impact of Hotline and Cuban missile crisis
●: the Limited Test Ban Treaty (1963); the
Outer Space Treaty (1967); and the Nuclear Non-Proliferation
Treaty (1968).
● International reaction to Czechoslovakia
Key Topic 3: The end of the Cold War, 1970-1991
Attempts to reduce tension between the East and West
● Détente in the 1970s, Salt 1, Helsinki, and SALT 2
● Reagan and Gorbachev’s changing attitudes
●Gorbachev’s ‘new thinking; and the INF
Flashpoints
●Afghanistan, Carter Doctrine and Olympic boycotts
● SDI
Collapse of Soviet Control 
●Gorbachev’s new thinking
●Berlin Wall destruction
●Collapse of Soviet Union

	Key topic 3: Conflicts and conquest, c1876–c1895 (continued )
Key topic 1: The Weimar Republic 1918–29
5.The range wars, including the Johnson County War of 1892. 
6. Conflict with the Plains Indians: the Battle of the Little Big Horn (1876) and its impact; the Wounded Knee Massacre (1890).
7.The hunting and extermination of the buffalo. 
8. The Plains Indians’ life on the reservations. 
9.The significance of changing government attitudes to the Plains Indians, including the Dawes Act (1887).
1. The legacy of the First World War. The abdication of the Kaiser, the armistice and revolution, 1918–19.
2. The setting up of the Weimar Republic. The strengths and weaknesses of the new Constitution.
3. Reasons for the early unpopularity of the Republic (the ‘stab in the back’ theory and the key terms of the Treaty of Versailles).
4. Challenges to the Republic from Left and Right.


	Spring

	Term 3 – Weimar and Nazi Germany, 1918–39
-Why did the Republic fail? 1919-29
- ‘If you tell a lie big enough and keep repeating it, people will eventually come to believe it.’ Propaganda was the most important reason for Hitler’s rise to power. How far do you agree?
	Term 4 - Weimar and Nazi Germany, 1918–39
-‘If you tell a lie big enough and keep repeating it, people will eventually come to believe it.’ Propaganda was the most important reason for Hitler’s rise to power. How far do you agree?
-‘The only thing necessary for the triumph of evil is for good men to do nothing.’ How far do you agree with this statement when assessing Nazi control and dictatorship, 1933-39?
-How did life change in Nazi Germany, 1933–39?

	Key topic 1: The Weimar Republic 1918–29
Key topic 2: Hitler’s rise to power, 1919–33
5. The challenges of 1923 (hyperinflation and the French occupation of the Ruhr).
6. Reasons for economic recovery (Stresemann, the Rentenmark, the Dawes and Young Plans and American loans and investment). The impact on domestic policies of Stresemann’s achievements abroad: the Locarno Pact, joining the League of Nations and the Kellogg-Briand Pact. 
7. Changes in the standard of living, including wages, housing, and unemployment insurance. 
8. Changes in the position of women in work, politics and leisure.
H/W Cultural changes: developments in architecture, art and the cinema.
1. Hitler’s early career 
2. The early growth and features of the Party.
3. The Munich Putsch.
4. Reasons for limited support for the Nazi Party, 1924–28. Party reorganisation and Mein Kampf. The Bamberg Conference of 1926.
Revision for PPE3

	Key topic 2: Hitler’s rise to power, 1919–33(continued)
Key topic 3: Nazi control and dictatorship, 1933–39
Key topic 4: Life in Nazi Germany, 1933–39
5. The growth of unemployment (causes and impact). The failure of successive Weimar governments to deal with unemployment from 1929 to January 1933. The growth of support for the Communist Party.
6. Reasons for the growth in support for the Nazi Party.
7. Political developments in 1932. The roles of Hindenburg, Brüning, von Papen and von Schleicher.
8. The part played by Hindenburg and von Papen in Hitler becoming Chancellor in 1933.
1. The Reichstag Fire. The Enabling Act and the banning of other parties and trade unions.
2. The threat from Röhm and the SA, the Night of the Long Knives and the death of von Hindenburg. Hitler becomes Führer, the army and oath of allegiance.
3. The role of the Gestapo, the SS, the SD and concentration camps.
4. Nazi control of the legal system, judges and law courts.
5. Nazi policies towards the Catholic and Protestant Churches,
Including the Reich Church and the Concordat.
6. Goebbels and the Ministry of Propaganda: censorship, Nazi use of media, rallies and sport, including the Berlin Olympics of 1936.
7. Nazi control of culture and the arts, including art, architecture, literature and film.
8. The extent of support for the Nazi regime.
9. Opposition from the Churches, including the role of Pastor Niemöller.
10. Opposition from the young (the Swing Youth and the Edelweiss Pirates).
1. Nazi views on women and the family.
2. Nazi policies towards women (marriage and family, employment and appearance).
3. Nazi aims and policies towards the young. The Hitler Youth and the League of German Maidens.


	Summer

	Term 5 – Weimar and Nazi Germany, 1918–39
-How did life change in Nazi Germany, 1933–39?
 Revision 
-How do I maximise my grade in GCSE history?
	Term 6 


	Key topic 4: Life in Nazi Germany, 1933–39
How do I maximise my grade in GCSE history?
4. Nazi control of the young through education.
5. Nazi policies to reduce unemployment.
6. Changes in the standard of living, especially of German workers. The Labour Front, Strength Through Joy, Beauty of Labour.
7. Nazi racial beliefs and policies and the treatment of minorities.
8. The persecution of the Jews, including the boycott of Jewish shops and businesses (1933), the Nuremberg Laws and Kristallnacht.
1. Medicine in Britain, c1250–present.
2. The British sector of the Western Front, 1914–18: injuries, treatment and the
trenches.
3. Early Elizabethan England, 1558–88.
4. Superpower relations and the Cold War

	

	Recommended reading: 
Cold war
https://senecalearning.com/en-GB/seneca-certified-resources/superpower-relations-and-the-cold-war-1941-91-gcse-edexcel/ 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/z8fwhv4/revision/1
https://classroom.thenational.academy/units/the-cold-war-superpower-relations-from-1941-1991-d369 
Weimar and Nazi Germany:
BBC
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zymqwxs
https://classroom.thenational.academy/units/weimar-and-nazi-germany-1919-1939-6b4e 
Historical Association GCSE Topic Pack: Germany 1918-45
https://www.history.org.uk/student/categories/495/module/4587/gcse-topic-pack-germany-1918-45
	Places to visit:
The British Museum 
https://www.britishmuseum.org/collection/galleries/north-america
Imperial War museum 
https://www.iwm.org.uk/
Berlin – Charlie Checkpoint 


